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policy of each may be moulded by the social ex- CHA
perience of each, which is radically different from ^^^
that of the others. But the moment this evident
proposition is admitted it must be seen that those
governments must also control their tariffs from
first to last. They cannot divide that control with
any Imperial Parliament, even if such a parliament
represented the Dominions as well as the British
Isles. Since 1859 no recognized political party in
any of these countries has ever suggested such a
thing. Proposals have been made that they should
enter into agreements which would encourage them
to trade more freely with each other than with
foreign states ; and in several directions such agree-
ments have been made. Nor does any one propose
to restrict the power of their respective governments
to make such agreements. But the power of each
national legislature to make what tariffs it pleases,
and to negotiate its own commercial agreements
with other governments is finally established, and
no serious political thinker questions that it is
established once for all. Had it ever been used
in a manner calculated to involve the whole
Commonwealth in war, the Imperial veto, to which
all Dominion laws are and must always remain
subject, would have been called into play.

This almost unfettered right of settling their
own tariffs has not led to the independence of
the Dominions, though all of them have exercised
it freely. It is difficult therefore to argue that its
continued exercise in years to come will lead to the
disruption of the Commonwealth.